


CTHE CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Two general elections within eight months are an unusual occurrence in British
politics. -When moreover both elections produce a Labour victory it suggests that a shift
in the locus of power, within the ruling class, may have come into the open. Why the
shift? And what are its implications ? Supin

In terms of power politics the answer is clear: . the dominance over. British society
of 'classical' capitalism (reprewented by the Conservative Party) has been cracked. This
crack is structural. It not only affects political issues (like the question of a referendum
on the EEC) or economic ones (like inflation) but dlso attitudes to work,. strikes, produc-
tivity, permissiveness, obedience, authority, morality. Traditional Conservatis}xgi;‘has
ceased to dominate the social climate in Britain. If it aspires to win back its role it will
have to transform itself. It won't be able to revert to something from 'the good old days’,
but will have to evolve into something so new as to lose its traditional Conservative identity.
Classes, like individuals, are rarely willing, or capable, of undergoing such a transform-
ation. i { 7

A crack in the dominance of one authority does not mean that this authority has
been totally shattered. Nor does it mean that another authority has as yet fully asserted
itself over society. The social forces behind classical Conservatism are still very much
around. But their power is in decline. They are now forced to share it with the bureau-
cracy of the trade unions.

In February Heath stampeded the electorate into an election over the issue '"Who
governs, Parliament or the Unions ?'. The result implied a definite answer, namely:
"Parliament, but only with the collaboration of the Unions'. The trade union bureaucracy
had gained popular assent to its right to veto Government policies. It is now clear that if
the TUC disagrees. with a decision of the Cabinet - or of Parliament - that decision cannot
be implemented. This is now accepted as a 'fact of life' by both Labour and Conservative
politicians. Heath lost the February election because he refused to recognise this fact.
Wilson won in October because he publicly endovsed it. b

. For several,decades now there has been a gradual change in the structure of the
ruling class. The social groups associated with the management of 'nationalised' capitalism
have been on thé aséendandy, on a world scale. It is against this general background that
one must see the growing political role of the trade union bureaucracy. The results of
the last two elections only highlight this shift. SE g

Why has this shift suddenly gained impetus ? What are its roots? The main factor,
in our opinion, is that working people are no longer prepared to have the economic diffi-
culties of capitalism solved at their expense. They are no longer impressed with talk
about 'the national interest', 'all being in the same boat', 'the balance of payments', etc.





































































































































