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PRIESTS (AND PARSONS)

; 1S0lidarity' is not given to handing out gratuitous advice to the
ruling class on how best to solve their problems - or on where to dispose
their troops (we are opposed to the very existence of these troops, whose
ultimate function is the armed defence of class society). We shall there-
fore not be joining with the Civil Rights Association, the People's Demo-
cracy* and the Primate of All Ireland in calling for the despatch of more
British troops to Ulster.

) The role of the Army in Northern Ireland is twofold. On the one
hand by 'containing' the situation it succeeds momentarily in freezing
unstable social relations, based on discrimination, gerrymander and exploit-
ation. But while the situation is thus 'frozen' the British ruling class
has already started to drag the Orange bourgeoisie; kicking and screaming, .
into the 20th century, instituting a ‘modern' system of exploitation,
pruned of the cruder anachronisms which generated such explosive and poten-
tially uncontrollable tensions. : i

British troops were sent to Ulster to prevent an extension of popular
self-administration, not to suppress an Irish nationalism long devoid of
any revolutionary content. The dismantling of the Falls Road barricade by
the joint efforts of the 3rd Battalion of ILight Infantry and of the I.R.A.
irregulars in the Belfast Citizens' Defence Committee should leave no one
in any doubt on this score. The collusion against the people initiated by
religious spokesmen** of all denominations is now complete.

What is new in the Irish events of the last few weeks? Firstly,
tour own'! liberal, trendy, democratic, British Labour Government - sSo
different from all those nasty, violent foreigners - had to send the Army
to take charge of part of its own metropolitan territory. People have been
detained without trial. The troops have set up road-blocks guarded by
machine guns, prevented citizens from moving freely within cities and sear=-
ched houses ... which is more than happened in France last year, or has
happened in Czechoslovakia (so far) this year. . Moreover, despite Mr. Cal-
laghan's assurances of July 4, 1968, CS gas (sorry, tear smoke) has been
used against civilians.

*

Bernadette, current pin-up of I.S., is on record as welcoming the British
military intervention. In a T.V. interview soon after her election she
said: 'I get my religion from Rome, not my politics'. Where does she get
her politics from? Sandhurst?

* ¥ E
Perhaps the 'correct' slogan is to demand the despatch of a mixed force
of Rabbis and Orthodox Archimandrites.
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But the positive features are even more important. The fact that
people have taken control of their own living areas, driven out the police,
defended themselves with barricades, is profoundly heartening. In Lon-
donderry the presence of Radio Free Derry, of the Citizens' Press and of
the 'Barricades Bulletin' shows that people are ready to establish their
own means of communication to counter the distortions of the bourgeois
bress and wireless. Despite repeated exhortations to dismantle the bar-
ricades and 'guarantees’' of immunity from the High Command the people of
'the Bog' remain suspicious of the authorities and confident only in their
own organised strength. Even the Home Secretary, during his tfact finding'
tour, had to be handed over by the military to those responsible for 'Free
Derry's' own internal self-administration.

Nor is the self-activity entirely confined to the Teagues. On the
weekend of August 9-10 the Prod workers of Belfast's Shankill were building
barricades of burning vehicles round their dwelling areas and throwing
petrol-bombs at 'their! police. In fact it was an Orange petrol bomb
which first ignited a Royal Ulster Constable!l Revolutionary incendiarism
played no part in this outburst, but some of the traditional loyalties are
clearly beginning to fray. A fear of dispersal of the Shankill families
following slum clearance in the area probably helped.

With Protestants defending their areas one weekend, and Catholics
the next - against the same enemy (a reasonable division of labour) - we

hope both sides will draw certain conclusions.

If the increasing practice of people seizing control of their

- living areas continues and if it is linked to the industrial militancy
already shown by some sections of the workers, especially in largely
Protestant Belfast, then real steps towards liberation will have been
taken. Such a development of socialist consciousness would render the
issue of whether there should be one or two bourgeois nations in Ireland
ludicrous. We quite realise that this task is one of immense difficulty.
But it is the only meaningful one to which revolutionaries can address
themselves in Ulster.

Among the amusing by-products of recent events have been the
bizarre contortions of various traditional revolutionaries., The high
priests of The Militant, for instance (August 22 leaflet), call for the
struggle to be led by 'a united ILabour Party, formed of the Irish Labour
Party, the Northern Ireland Labour Party and the Republican Labour Party,
with the trade unions affiliated!. As in America, these ever-burrowing
Trots are calling for the creation of a new mass bureaucratic movement
in which they will then have the opportunity of practising their favourite
vice: 1!deep entry'.

Underlying the attitudes of most 'revolutionaries' is a touching
respect for such bourgeois concepts as 'nationality' and 'national self-
determination’. In their minds such national self-determination only
refers, of course, to the whole of Ireland. TUlster c¢learly has no such
rights. These socialists always lay down the pre-ordained geographical

continued p. 21.
































































