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On Wednesday May 1st some 2000 people marched through the streets
of London, from Tower Hill to Smith Square. They were answering the call
of the May Day Committee, an 'unofficial' body of rank-and-file print-
workers, engineers, building workers, dockers and representatives of a
number of libertarian and revolutionary groups.

A year ago the call of the May Day Committee had been followed by
some 200 workers (see SOLIDARITY, vol.IV, No.7). The demonstration had
been a modest success, showing that the stranglehold of the traditional
organizations (Labour Party, Communist Party,; and union machines) could
be dented provided militants were prepared to take the initiative.

The vastly increased numbers attending this year's demonstration
was most heartening. The call is beginning to evoke -an echo. May Day
could become, once again, a day of struggle, instead of a meaningless
Sunday parade.

Some new problems have arisen. The intended themes of the march
were solidly working class: opposition-to the wage freeze and to deli-
berately created unemployment (and to the Labour government cynically
imposing them), defence of job organization, support for the engineers'
pay claim (through mobilization for real instead of token action), oppo-
sition to any attempt to legislate against shop stewards, and defence of
the GIC tenants threatened with massive rent increases in the Autumn.
Teaflets were directed at special industries and at the tenants. Smith
Square was chosen as the target because the leaders of the Confederation
would be meeting there to decide what to do following the refusal of the
Engineering employers to make any real concessions.

Then came the Powell speech, the Press bally-hoo, the pro-Powell
demonstrations. The whole scene changed overnight. With shattering
clarity it became obvious that years of socialist propaganda had only
scratched the surface of the working class. Militant dockers - many of
them doubtless involved in the recent struggles to maintain the 'conti-

nuity -rulels= marched on Parliament (singing 'Bye, Bye, Blackbird':and
tT'n dreaming of a white Christmas')... to mob Nabarro. False conscious-
ness reigned supreme. There was a serious danger that, in disgust,. anti-

racialist radicals would be driven to seek shortcuts and to by-pass the
~working class movement altogether — and that coloured workers would get
lost in similar blind alleys. A counter-demonstration became urgent, in
which socialists - black and white - would stand up and be counted.

Support for the May Day Committee began to flow in from many
different quarters. It had to be accepted. But its very acceptance
inevitably influenced the character of the demonstration. On the Wed-
nesday morning some 1500 students joined the few hundred workers who,
giving up a day's pay, had assembled on Tower Hill.



































































