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THE $EYMOUR HALL CONFERENC
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'Solidérity' is particularly interested in meetings of rank and
file workers., Parliamentary cretins can dismiss this as apoli-
tical syndicalism, On the contrary, if workers are to transcend
~the limits of a narrow syndicalism and to produce political-

solutions to their problems, it is necessary for them to organizé
independently of the trade union bureaucracy. Industrial con-

ferences are an indispensable method of linking up existing
struggles. But most so-called 'rank and file' conferences are
stage-managed by factions, who are more concerned with their own
narrow, organizational interests than with aiding working class
struggle. In vol,IV, No.9, we published an account of the con-
ference of the SLL-controlled 'Oxford ILiaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions'. Here is an account of the Conference
held by the Communist Party-controlled 'ILiaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions' in the Seymour Hall, Iondon, on Saturday,
February 17, 1968, It was written by a delegate.

Some 700 delegates attended, representing a wide range of indus-
try. Unlike the SLL-sponsored Oxford Conference these delegates were not
kids new to industry. Most of them were industrial workers.

Those delegates who weren't Party members expected perhaps that
the Conference would give a lead in organizing the defence of all trade
unionists under attack. But it soon appeared that some trade unionists
- like some of George Orwell's animals - are more equal than others.

The Conference opened with Bill Jones, a London busmen's ieader,
in the Chair. He read out the agenda and Declaration of Purpose = but
was rudely interrupted by several people standing up and shouting.

When the initial shock was over, it appeared that the t!disrupters’'

wanted to know why a shop steward had been refused entry. The steward

in question was Brother Bill Hunter of Joseph Lucas (Fazakerley), a
well-known Trotskyist. He was on tofficial' strike and had credentials
entitling him to attend, but had been excluded on the grounds that he had
-attempted to distribute strike committee literature in the main hall.

The platform was visibly embarrassed by this false start. Things
like this shouldn't happen at 'their! well-orchestrated conferences. You

could almost read their minds: 'a few years ago we»would have slung 'em
out on their ears, etc.'. But, alas, times have changed. The conference
secretary, building worker Jim Hiles, proposéd: 'Either we let the Bro-

ther in to sit at the back as an observer, or he can stay out'. The
delegates endorsed this 'democratic compromise'. So much for the defence









































































