PAGES

OF

SOCIALIST HISTORY

| Teachingsand Acts of Social Democracy |

BY

W. TCHERKESOFF.

Varlaam Wkolzevich Chersezov

<%

NEW YORK, 1902
PusLisHeD By C. B. COOPER, 114 FOURTH AVE,




PREFATORY NOTE

The reader should be made aware that the
chapters in this book were not written altogether
consecutively. Most of them appeared serially in
the London Freedom and in Les Temps Nouveauz,
Paris.

When it was resolved to collect them in the
present volume, the author made certain additions
and emendations, among these Chapter XIV,
which, beginning with the words, “Scarcely five
years have passed since the publication of this
work,” might puzzle the reader, lacking this
explanation The final chapter, the “Open Letter
to Herr Liebknecht,” appeared some years before
the latter’s death.




INTRODUCTION.

The enemies of the people, of their intellectual and social emancipa-
tion, are united in a supreme effort to impede, if not once for all to crush,
the progress and development of the common welfare.

The Clergy with the N obility, once almost annihilated by the popu-
lace during the great French Revolution, are again as numerous and
powerful as. before. :

The sovereigns with their ministers, the plutocracy and the military,
once so profoundly humiliated by the people during the revolutions of
1848, have once more recovered their self-confidence, their power and
brutality. i

What is the cause of this change? Why, at the beginning of the
twentieth century, are the people more oppressed and humiliated than
at the end of the eighteenth?

The answer is obviously clear and simple.

Because, during the last thirty years there has not been in existence
any effective opposition to contend with this newly-arisen Despotism and
Oppression.

Because, all the advanced and progressive political parties are in
perpetual conflict among themselves, so that the governments, the
aristocracy, and the money-mongers have forgotten the salutary lessons
of the great Revolution and of the year 1848.

Because, the political and social reformers of today, instead of
urging resistance and revolution, are preaching to the people the doctrine
of petty reforms and submission.

Because, every individual or popular revolutionary attempt is im-
mediately discredited and censured by these same reformers, more fiercely
even than was ever done before by any moderate supporters of the exist-
ing order.

Such are the facts. And great is the responsibility attached to the
disciples of these pacific reformers, among whom certainly the first place
belongs to Marx and Engels, together with their followers, now so numer-
ous thruout Europe. Their teachings and tactics, their legal—always
legal—action, their violent hatred of revolutionists, have disheartened all
honest and vigorous fighters.

It is time to examine the scientifie, philosophical, and Socialistic doe-
trines of these teachers. Let us see whether their much-vaunted doc-
trines of non-activity, of a predestined Social Democracy founded on
fatalism, have any historical and political justification.

London.





























































































































































