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88 Greisser 137 Himmelfarb 186 Selderychin PLACING THE RESPONSIBILITY

80 Chommer 138 Stern, L. 187 Shapir T Context, D ber 20, 1023)

90 Yutzi 139 Tolpare 2y, DUBRLO (From €ontext, December 20, 192

utzia olpareva 188 Breitman

91  Reisner 140 Kogan 189 Rosem To the Commission of Inquiry into the Events of December 19,
?E ]:El'edl_t. 141 Elman 190 Kompaneyetz 1023.*

2o amfilov 142 Eisenberg 191 Pekerskai In reply to the proposal made by the assistant chief of the de-
94 Libythin 143 Berezin 192 Choroshi artment of the northern concentration camps that we furnish the
95 Krintchik 144 Auslander 193 Yelnik, V. I e : i -

96  Adamushka 145 Opesking 1;4 ot commission appointed by this department evidence regarding the
97 Furman 146 Rabkina 165 shooting which took place on December 19, we declare the following:
98 Svirskain 147 Kohn 1.,[; We are of the opinion that a real inquiry into this case can be
99  Leontieva 148 Fleishmacher 197 conducted only by persons who are in no way connected either with
100 Andreiewskain 148 K 198 the direct or with the indirect initiators of the shooting. The mem-
101 riansk 150 Alymova 199 bership of the aforementioned commission unquestionably fails to
102 Feinberg 151 Spivak 200 satisfy this condition, for which reason we refuse to assist in the

I 200
103 Shepsheleviteh 152 Zeitlin, S. 201 1p, L. investigation which it will conduct and are resorting to the present
104 Yevdokimov 153 .L}iaglu\':l;i 902 Troyandki. S. F. declaration.
105 Prokofiev 15¢  Shimshelevitch 203 Tiunina On December 16, 1923, the assistant chief of the northern camps,
;gfﬁ gl%'.o“i‘?" 135 Poplak 204 Weinzweig Mr. Eichmans, while at Savvatievo, announced in the course of per-
108 ngl'l i{'n;tnl }1’9 ﬁ"l%“'f}‘ ) Sternber sonal conversations with the committee of elders that political pris-
0 gOLL Rl ISR E Zhdanov, A, . oners, according to the orders of the “G. P. U.", would be permitted
109 Bogdanov 158 Lazareva 2 Hubermi : i
110 Malkin, A. 159 Strunskaya 208 R herca to promenade only during the day, i. e, from daybreak to sunset.
111 Malkin, S. 160 Ossovski. 5 \‘I‘I’n:“ " M. 0. He further stated that the department of the northern camps, taking
112 Korobkov 161 Eghis i.l'l‘_‘?“‘"‘ ol 2s the duration of a day the standard of the Moscow and Petrograd
118 Trachtenhere. V.162 Kritchev, AHATIOVIECD, zone, limited the time for being out in the open air from 9 in the
g, V.162  Kritchevs Popov >s g 5 A :

114 Trachtenberg, D. 163 Lurie, P, I Volkor morning to 6 in the evening. e said that this order would be exe-
115 Diuzhakova 164 Bernstein, I, Samokhvilor cuted with the utmost rigor. i
116 Sapir 165 Skeghich, M. Biney In reply to this announcement the committee of elders declared
117 Zimin 166 Meirov, M. S. Pilatoy that regulating the promenading hours was unacceptable to the polit-

oA ~iion 9 ) IFilatov au £ 2 g P,
118 Treiger 167  Skolonenko, M osheyv ical prisomers, since it was the first step in the introduction of a
1_119 Asnis 168 Kushin, I. A, < prison regime. After the conversation with Eichmans the political
120 Gurvitch 169 Kushina, M. A. 218 Eruchimoviteh prisoners of the Savvatievo camp continued to promenade at diverse
11-"1‘ I\"”%{”‘E"’“““I 170 Gorelik, S. 219 Abakshin hours, in the daytime as well as late in the evening. On December
e Y:l'::l ;;:' o 171 %“Mi'“'"llch- M Ivanov 19, at the beginning of the sixth hour in the afternoon, the keeper
194 liul}szx;llu' v {L: \*I“{‘mel: AL G Gussev then on duty at the camp came into the room of the elder of the
o e U 73 Mash Beinarovitch socialist-revolutionist group, Ivanitzky, and brought him an order.
1256 Zaitchik 174 Zolotarev Golovi i B B .
196 Liubimov 175 Itzelitz \'l” ‘_‘Jf”“' or, more correctly, a copy of an order to sign, bearing no signature
127 Rozhkovski 176 Treiger, U i..’“l KA except that of the clerk. .
128 Babin 177 Hershevitch, M. I;-l::‘cj;:““ The elder Ivanitzky, after acquainting himself with the contents
129 Yudov 178 Stackelberg. 1. Biorpairan of the order, from the text of which it was diffieult to establish who
130 Yudin 179 Baryshpolski i e e had issued it, declared to the keeper on duty that one of the elders
131 Frolov 180 Heyman Gishbia would go to the commandant to examine the question both of the
1 Yunkerov 181 Eliasberg Kevrik nature of the order and of its author, but in the meantime, for the
33 Kotcharovski 182 Safonov Lebedev reasons stated above, the elder Tvanitzky refused to attach his sig-
134 Kokin 183 Kofman-Petrovs Veger (Mrs.) nature to it. Two or three minutes later the keeper on duty came
135 Rapiport 184 Kapell Stennava _—
136 Bloch 185 Braude, S. PIa; *This letter signed by Socialist prisoners in Solovetz Camp was received

by the Foreign Delegation of the Social-Democratic Labor Party of Russia in
Berlin.
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socialists and anarchists which took place at the Savvatievo Clois-
er on December 19, 1023, we, the imprisoned socialists, declare:

The appointment of a bureaucratic commission from among rep-
m=entatives of the Central Executive Committee of the Union, of
e Central Control Commission of the Russian Communist Party,
md of the Commissariat of Justice does in no way guarantee to any
gree an impartial investigation of the events of December 19. The
wrk of the Commission itself will be carried on in conditions of
perecy and of a complete absence of publicity. This Commission is
smposed exclusively of representatives of the ruling party that is
stirely responsible for the unexampled regime of terror which is
stematically being perpetrated by the Government throughout the

antry and which is now entering a new phase, that of direct mur-
$er as regards the socialists and anarchists who had been confined in
without trial for a period of years,
Not wishing to lend an appearance of unbiased investigation
isting in such an inquiry, we refuse to send our representatives
iz the purpose of furnishing evidence to this Commission, Un ac-
another the event. That is the reason why the shooting commens Bunt of the wrecking of the workers' organizations in Russia and of
before six o'clock in the evening. And it was for that ve 'V reas == abolition of any legal public opinion, we demand a public inquiry
that the administration itself took no measures at all to avoid @ the inclusion in the Commi of Inquiry of representatives of
bloody outrage, without even trying to ach’eve its goal by oth e “Relief of Political Prisoners™* We categorically demand also
means. And, finally, it was for that very reason that the entire opd 2 admission to the inquiry of representatives of the Workers' So-
ation was executed with exceptional cruelty shown by the facts th Salist International and the Amsterdam Federation of L'rade Unions
several of our comrades were killed by the first shots, that the shos Sur the purpose of an impartial investigation and for the information
ing was conducted from three sides, that shots were fired at all the revolutionary socialist organizations of Western Europe.
backs of retreating people, at persons lying on the ground, at £ Waly such a commission can provide the minimum guarantees of a
wounded and at those who were carr ng them. woad and all-sided investigation. Only such a commission can bring
%o relief the full picture of the events of December 19 and of their
tion with the general condition of the socialists and anar-
sts under the existing regime of terror, as well as the responsibility
£ the entire Bolshevist Party and the Central Government for these
ments. To such a commission we shall send our represents
sh evidence. In the event of the acceptance of this condition,
e declare that in spite of the fact that the Solovetz Islands are cut
S from the mainland during the e winter, our representatives
Wil proceed to Moscow, even if they have to cross the sea on row-
Beats, so as to shed light through their participation in the Com-
n on the me of December 19,
On behalf of the Socialist Community of the Savvatievo Cloister:

A. Ivanmziy, for the Socialist-Revolutionists,

S. Zerrux, for the Social-Democra

Savormvarow, for the Left Social
January 18, 1924, Solovetz Islands.

Savvatievo Cloister.

the victims were in the main alley there were also killed and wound
in other places, particularly near the chapel, which is situated a &
feet away from the building. There are bullet marks near the dos
of the building itself. The firing was conducted from three sid
from the gates to the building occupied by the anarchists, from
gates to the Issakovo road, and from the ice-bound lake, Some
were taken at the building proper. Thus, one of the bullets fis
from the watch-tower nearest to the bathhouse lodged in the kitel
in addition, there are bullet marks on the building at other piacs
and most of these marks are at a level below a man’s height. AfS
the second round of shots there followed a third round. aimed at @
prisoners returning to the building.

All of the foregoing convinces us that we have here a case
only of preparation for the shooting, but of a desire to bring abs
that end. That explains the extraordinary haste in carrying out 8
order to limit the promenading hours, which was utterly unexpect
to the political prisoners. That is the reason why the committee
elders was deprived of the opportunity of averting in one way

(Signatures.)
December 20, 1923.%

REPLY OF THE SOCIALIST PRISONERS TO MOSCOW
(January 18, 1924)

To the Assistant Chief of the Department of the Northern Camp
Mr. Eichmans, to be submitted to the Central Executive Con
mittee of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republies st
In reply to your proposal that we send representatives for

purpose of furnishing evidence to the Commission of Inquiry of

Central Executive Committee of the Union regarding the shootin

*In the Russian copy of this letter sent from Solovetz by the prisones
the date was omitted, but it is probable that it was written by the socia
at this date. '

1The Russian text of this letter bears the iitle, “Reply of the So
Community of the Savvatievo Camp to the Commission of the Central Ex
tive Committee of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.” For the sake
brevity the form, "Central Executive Committee of the Union” is employs
throughout the hook instead of the full title,

ist-Revolutionists.

*Mme. Peshkova, “Political Red Cross”.
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PROTEST FROM MUKSOLM POLITICAL PRISONERS
(Probably January, 1924)

To the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of the Uns
of Socialist Soviet Republics:

The political prisoners of the Muksolm Cloister of the Solove
concentration camp deem it necessary to make the following sta
ment:

The Solovetz Islands, serving as they do as a place for the ise
tion of socialists and anarchists, are by the very nature of th
topograhy completely cut off from the mainland during the grest
part of the year, and therefore satisfy all the requirements of ise
tion in the most perfect manner. But the leading organs of ©
Soviet Government and of the Russian Communist Party are app
ently not satistied with our mere isolation from the outside wo
The authorities are now promulgating a state of mutual isolati
among the already isolated socialists, limiting communication B
tween the cloisters, and limiting by meuans of barbed wire the walli
grounds.

Certain‘memhers of the administration and the entire staff @
keepers consist of agents of the “G. P. U.” who are serving sentens
for criminal acts. The policy of the Soviet Government towa
the socialists on the Solovetz Islands is personified by the chief
the department of the northern camps, Mr. .\'ogtef; who himse
expressed the essence of this policy in the following sentence whi
he addressed to a group of socialist-revolutionists sent from Sibe:
to Archangelsk:

_ "I cannot understand why you declare a hunger-strike. If ya
wish to end your lives by suicide, better take a rope and hang yous
selves.”

Several months of living on the Solovetz Islands, spent in
atmosphere of violence, provocation, arbitrary and arrogant r
have made it obvious to us that the Soviet Government had set befor
itself as an actual aim the physical extermination of the sociali
and anarchists, and not their isolation. We had declared this @
the commission under the chairmanship of Feldman, which arrive
after the provocative, forcible transfer of our bound prisoners fro
the Solovetz Kremlin to the Muksolm cloister. We warned, in hi
person, the government that the continuation of the provocative po
icy, in spite of our restraint, will inevitably result in blood. Eve:
have justified our declarations. The socialist-revolutionist Sandomif

committed suicide in the Muksolm cloister. During the funeral

already it almost came to a bloody conflict, which was fortunately
averted, thanks to the self-restraint of the socialist community,
spite of the openly provocative conduct of the “G. P. U.,” the respon
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sible representative of which, Mr. Bokyi, was at the time on the Solo-
vetz Islands.

Later, in the same Muksolm cloister, the social-democrat Yegorov
went insune. Finally, in the Savvatievo cloister, as a result of an
erder to the “G. P. U.” limiting the promenading hours, an order
contemplating the inevitability of a conflict arising from its applica-
tion, a bloody event occurred. The troops of the “G. P. U.” and the
keepers shot at socialist and anarchist prisoners who were peacefully
promenading. The shooting was done in volleys, wholesale, shots
being fired at those who fell to the ground as well as at those who
were carrying out the wounded. We know that the conduct of the
“G. P. U.” towards the socialists and anarchists imprisoned on the
Solovetz Islands is an inevitable result of the entire policy of terrer
applied by the Soviet Government to socialists and anarchists. And
we therefore have no doubts that new sacrifices are in store for us.

(Signatures)

January, 1024.*

PROTEST OF THE KREMLIN POLITICALS
(Probably January 1924)

To the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics:

The political prisoners, socialists and anarchists, confined in the
Kremlin of the Solovetz Concentration Camp, declare:

The fatal shooting of five and the wounding of three of the
political prisoners, socialists and anarchists, perpetrated on Decem-
ber 19, 1923, by the keepers and guards of the Savvatievo cloister
of the Solovetz concentration camp, cannot but evoke the most pro-
found indignation and protest of all the political prisoners confined
in the Kremlin of the same camp, whose signatures appear below.

The arbitrary slaughter of our comrades who were peacefully
promenading within the limits of the fence surrounding their clois-
%er is a natural consequence of the unexampled cruel terror which
the Government has been systematically employing against socialists
and anarchists during the last few years. Only on such a soil could
Bave been born that sense of utter irresponsibility which guided
those who carried out the killng. Having delivered us, political
prisoners, socialists and anarchists, to the arbitrary rule of the keep-
ers consisting of elements who had committed certain criminal acts
while in the service of the “G .P. U.” the Government' thereby
doomed us from the very outset to bloody horrors. . ..

(Signatures)

January, 1924.1

*It would seem that this statement was addressed to the Central Executive
Committee at the same time as the preceding letter, about January 18.

$This letter too was apparently written simultaneously with letter above,
sbout January 18.
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ORDER OF THE COMMANDANT OF SECTION TWO*

2, Open-air exercises of any kind in the evening as well as
night, such as has been practiced heretofore, is to be stopped
political prisoners, and is permitted by me from 9 o'clock in
morning to 6 in the evening, after which hour being out in the o]
is prohibited, with the exception of individuals passing from
building to another, because of personal reasons. This paragraph
to be punctiliously and unalterably carried out, and is to be
nounced at the roll-call to the committee of elders of the politi
prisoners for communication to the political prisoners and for
regulation of this question with them. In the event of any confli
arising from the non-execution and violation of this order by
political prisoners, and of all possible consequences of the executi
by the administration of the present order, all the responsibility
rests with the committee of elders.

Authority: The order of the Central “G. P. U.” and of the
partment of the Northern Concentration Camps of the “G, P, Uy
of December 13, 1923, No. 257.

(Signed ~ ROSENTHAL,

Commandant of Section Two.

@

December 19, 1923,

POLITICALS' TELEGRAM TO MOSCOW+
(Probably December 19th or 20th, 1923)

To the Central Executive Committee of the Union of Socialist Sovi

Republies:

On December 19, at 5:30 in the evening, for refusing to obe
the sudden order to stop walking in the open air, the peacefull
promenading political prisoners of the Savvatievo Concentrati
Camp were fired upon repeatedly from three sides.

Killed—The socialists Natalia Bauer, zabeth Kotova, Georg
Katchorov Gavril Bilima, Meyer Goreli

Weunded—The socialists George Shik, Vesevolod Popov and
anarchist Leonid Lebedev.

Holding the “G. P, U,” in the person of its central organs o
its local agents, guilty of the committed crime, we demand the urge:
appointment of a special commission, without representation in i
of the “G. P. U.)” and with the par ation of the “Relief fol
Political Prisoners,” for the purpose of investigating the occurren

Signed)
COMMITTEE OF ELDERS OF THE
December 19, 1823 SAVVATIEVO CONCENTRATION CAMP.

*Paragraph 1 of this order dealt with the guestion of turning off the elees
tric light in the camp at midnight,

tThis is the text of the official message telegraphed by the committee re|
resenting the political prisoners of the Solovetz Islands to the Soviet Govern-
ment immediately after the shooting on the fateful December 19.
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IS RELIEF NEEDED?

NOTE: These letters came legally out of Solovetz Camp, and were passed
By the censor of the canip. One of the writers, Tcharyn, had suffered terribly
= the Pertominsk Camp before transfer to Solovetz. (See page 182 et Seq.)
The other, Leah Gotman, was sent to Solovetz because she had reported on
econditions in Pertominsk camp. (See page 182.) Among the documents
=ot printed in this volume chiefly because of lack of space, is a letter
dated July Tth, 1924 from Leah Gutman describing her arrest and deportation
wiza Berezov (a place four thousand versts from Moscow) to Solovetz. The
Etter here reproduced is one of several asking for relief,

Solovky, October 2nd, 1924,
Dear C.:

We have now received four letters from you. The first to L.,
June 28th; later two letters of September 1st, to me and L. Your
fast I received yesterday, dated ‘\Eptembe: 8th, in which you enclose
Sfteen dollars. What a pleasure it is to receive letters from you.
my dears! How pleasant it is to know that we are not alone, that
somewhere, to somebody, We are objects of interest and solicitude.
You bluntly ask us our needs. Well, we are not too proud and will
answer quite frankly. In the two letters before the last Leah already
=rote about this. Being uncertain whether you received these letters,
Tl devote a few words to our needs, In the first place, some of us
have worn out our clothes and therefore need clothing badly. Caps,
s few blankets, and other small things, socks, stockings, ete. Sec-
endly: Food for everybody, such as potatoes, herring, krupa (a
cereal), and so on, which we can buy if you send us money.
Thirdly: For our sick. send us, if you can, a parcel of healthful,
mourishing food; for instance, cocoa, cheese, any kind of conserve,
slted foods, ete. Yes, tea is needed. The bms are also asking for
tobacco and cigarettes. That, in general, is what we are in need of.
It is understood, of course, that you shouldn’t hesitate to cut down
our list, if it is too big. T want to ask you to subscribe to one or two
mewspapers, a_ liberal “and a communist one, which could reach us.
Try the Yiddische “Freie Arbeiterstimme.” Some literature also
concerning art. I would like something of ours, but certainly that
would be wasted outlay. But try, anyway. I am ending my letter.
All the comrades are sending you warm greetings, and their fraternal
thanks for your interest. Greetings to friend Krepla. I press your
Band. VANYA TCHARYN,

Dear Friend:

I sent you a letter on September 26th. And now I want to take
your hand to press it warmly. I want to believe that sometime, some-
where, we may meet again, Warm greetings to all the comrades.

LEA,
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well built and provided with wood heating. The rooms are spacs
and light with a beautiful view on to the sea and forest. The
not look in the least like prison cells; there are no bars befor&
windows and no guards inside the buildings. The inhabitants
Anarchists, Social Democrats, and Socialist- Re\'ollltionaries wha.
left to themselves in the bnildings within a considerable area conwe
ed into gardens and a vegetable garden inclosed by barbed
Anarcho-Socialists do not take part in any work performed in
shops or otherwise, except that they have to prepare their meals f
the foodstuffs provided by the administration and received as ve hes in their EJUM@U"_

tary contributions. We visited everyone of the buildings of 8 The exiles are organized according to their party factions, and
parts of the camp and found them very satisfactory, except that ery faction has its elders for the conduct of irs within the camp
floors in the buildings which are in the care of the prisoners tB g for relations with the administration of the camp,

selves were badly swept and dirty. Two of the hermitages are lig _There is a hospital in the central camp with an adequate medical
by electricity until midnight, while one hermitage has oil lighting: Every camp has its own d under the control of an exper-
will soon be provided with a small power station. In the rooms! =0 medical assistant. The infirmary doctors it the hermitages,
did not find any trace of work whatever. We were informed that g in some cases when necessary the sick are taken to the central
political prisoners were on principle against regularly organized irmary or to the mainland. Since the establishment of the camp
which they considered compulsory and an infringement of their re has not been a single case of medical assistance having been re-
to spend their time as they wanted. The administration of the & d to a sick person. Statements in foreign emigrant papers about
finds it very difficult to enforce the principle of self-service, as ness (sic) and helple s of those who are ill are cold-blooded
as the prisoners’ direct needs are concerned. It has not yet been @ calenlated lies. In addition to the official staff there are in every
to make satlsfact,cl‘j, “rmnﬁememﬁ for the preparation ‘of wood nitage doctors among the prisoners who look after the patients
the political prisoners’ own needs, although the quantm required =ther with the manager of the ward. Provision of medicines has
not exceed 250-300 cubic sazhens (1 sazhen equals 7 feet), namely =r been refused. To our knowledge, during the current year two
more than two-thirds of a cubic sazhen per person on an averag pusand rubles worth of medicines were p,{“-illt.d_ According to

The ration provided for political offenders by the administral ements of the head doctor, only dietetical medical stuffs or cos-
as far as its nutritive quality is concerned, is much better than ics have been refused. Those who stand in need of a climatic
ration for the ordinary criminals on the island and is even a nge and of systematic treatment are released from Solovki and
better than that provided for the Red Army. It consists of ¢ to the mainland.
pounds of bread, 48 zolotnik (about half a pound) of buckwhes According to the statement of the medical staff, political prison-
zolotnik of meat, 72 zolotnik of salt or fresh fish, 12 zolotnik of E need much more medical attendance than the other prisoners who
18 zolotnik of oil, one pound of vegetables, 2 zolotnik of onions d a busy life. The absence of systematic physical work has natur-
zolotnik of sugar per day, and one pound of tobacco per month. a ve '. detrimental effect on their health, as physical exercise is
is also a dietetic ration for those who require better feeding, w eential in this climate during the winter, It has been proved to the
consists of two pounds of white bread, fresh fish, dried vegetal % that the worst thine one can do in a northern climate is—to lie
milk and butter. During the winter in 1923-1924 there were Pe . 1d all day long and with a book in one’s hands. Such a regime
when fresh meat, onions, and fresh vegetables were replaced by pi anot make the organism impervious to scurvy and other complaints.
cabbage and preserved meat or fish, because during the first year Bring the spri = of 1924 there were signs of scurvy but not in
its existence the camp was not sufficiently provided with cattle ssfully dealt with by igs,l-mg “seuryy
vegetables. on abated. : ’

It should also be borne in miqd that political offenders have On the whole we have every reason to say that on the strength
great advantage over ordinary criminals of receiving parcels fn $he statistics and materi ‘"l:,l‘]j(,,l by the sanitary authorities, the
outside containing wheaten flour, butter, sugar, chocolate, cocoa, g of health of the political prisoners in Solovki is very satisfactory
other nnugis_hing foods, unlimited quantities of which can be suppH geed. This is also borne out by the reports and letters of relatives
to the political prisoners, about 500-600 poods a year (1 pood eqss B0 come to see the political prisoners, as well as by the general ap-

English pounds). There are at present between 320 and 330 pol-
gal prisoners—men, women, and children. Some of the latter were
1 on the island and others were brought there by their parents and
with their famil
Walks and outdoor exercise during the winter season are per-
Ested all day long up to 6 P. M. siness intercourse of all kinds
een ditferent lmxld)ng: may be carried on even until later. The
Boners are evidently well plm:ded with warm clothes, for, although
insist on a rum'uhr supply, they oppose any control over the
































































































































































